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Great Tomorrows Begin Here Today! 
Dear Families,

Thank you so much for partnering with the talented and dedicated teachers and staff of Greater Newark Charter School to support the academic success of your children. 


Only a portion of your child’s learning will take place here in our building, however.  As you know, you are your child’s most important teacher.  Numerous studies have shown that parental involvement promotes marked improvement in academic achievement and also more positive attitudes towards school.


Your encouragement of your child’s progress – academically and socially – can be a key ingredient in their success at school and in life.  We rely on you to ensure your children complete their homework each evening, help them get enough sleep and healthy food to fuel their day, reinforce school policies and expectations, and further explore their individual interests, talents and passions together.


In addition, your presence at in-school activities is a living demonstration to your child that you take their education seriously.  Your involvement also strengthens the connections between parent and child, child and teacher, and teacher and parent.  This in turn paves the way for a more cooperative approach to learning, one that extends beyond the classroom and outside of school hours.  It also creates a friendly and cooperative relationship which can help us all work more comfortably and effectively together if difficulties arise.  


There are so many ways that you can help maximize your child’s educational experience, at home, at school, and in the larger community.  A few suggestions are below this letter.  


I look forward to working with you to make this a year of tremendous growth, development and learning for your child.  Thank you for everything you do!

Sincerely,
~Ms. Robyn M. Dawson
 

Ways You Can Support Your Child’s Academic and Social Success
At School:

· Stay in touch with your child’s teacher throughout the year. 

· Attend school and district events, particularly those which connect you to the curriculum. 

· Volunteer to help out in your child’s classroom – bring in a snack for a celebration, chaperone a field trip, or ask the teacher how you can be involved. 

· Be a special guest speaker – share a book, talent or area of expertise with the class. 

· Join and/or support the GNCS PTO.  There are many ways to participate, from volunteering a couple of hours at one event during the year, to helping in the library once a week. 

At Home:

· Actively support GNCS’s goals for learning and appropriate behavior. 

· Note children’s progress in school and compliment them. 

· Be wise about TV – encourage your child to participate in GNCS’s TV Turn-Off Campaign.  Set and follow through on rules about TV during the week. 

· Read with your child. Discuss the book, make predictions or discuss the characters’ motivations. 

· Look for connections between science or social studies curriculum and your family’s daily life.   

· Play games together. 

· Find time to talk to your child each day about what they are learning in school, what they enjoy most, and what struggles they may be facing.  Be sure to listen. 

During Homework:

· Establish a quiet place and a regular schedule for doing homework. 

· Do not expect or demand perfection in homework or schoolwork. Praise children's efforts and offer suggestions for any problems they encounter. 

· Try to offer assistance when frustration seems to be setting in.  Problem-solve together and encourage and help children to help themselves. 

· Encourage kids to plan ahead for long-term projects (there is nothing worse than looking for special materials at 11 pm on a school night).  Help children break down large jobs into small steps so that they can manage them successfully. 

· If a child is having difficulty in a subject, arrange for a neighbor, relative or older student who knows the subject to work with your child. 

Around Town:

· Get kids their own library cards and keep magazines, newspapers and books around the house. 

· Talk regularly about events happening at work, in the neighborhood and around the world. 

· Support your child’s interests by expanding opportunities for experiences.  If your child loves bugs, go outside with them and dig for worms.  If they love dinosaurs, take them to a museum.  If they love history, visit a historical house or check out books on history from the library. 

· Use your travel and waiting time when running errands to discuss what is happening at school, ask about a book your child is reading, or play word games together. 


Adapted from: Education Today Parent Involvement Handbook by Susan D. Otterbourg, Ed.D. Copyright, 1994.
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